The technique of dermoscopy has come a long way since its inception for characterization of suspicious nevi for early detection of dysplastic changes in predisposed individuals. Not only has its scope expanded to aid in quick diagnosis of a majority of nonmelanocytic disorders of the skin, hair, and nails, but it is being rightfully exploited for a plethora of nondiagnostic uses. Its use in the diagnosis of various pigmentary, papulosquamous, and infectious disorders and disorders of the scalp and hair, nails, and mucosa bears testimony to the ongoing expansion of its protean indications across skin types. Dermoscopy has transformed the conventional approach to dermatological diagnosis from clinicopathological correlation to clinico-dermoscopic-pathological correlation. It aids in convincing an otherwise reluctant patient to agree to biopsy and guides the selection of optimum site for the same. Dermoscopic clues suggestive of stability or activity of the lesion and/or disease in various dermatoses are being accrued. Early assessment of therapeutic response to treatment is helpful for physicians, patients, and researchers conducting clinical studies. Aesthetic uses of dermoscopy are opulent and being explored. Dermoscopy has also provided the much-needed balancing act of interaction between practitioners and the new generation of patients. Last but not the least, dermoscopy has resulted in patients' better understanding of their disorders and improved compliance with treatment protocols.
Introduction
Since the inception of dermoscopy, hitherto envisaged to evaluate suspicious nevi and noninvasively detect changes in melanocytic lesions of white-skinned individuals, the technology and its applications have come a long way. The diagnostic scope has expanded to practically every disorder of the skin and its appendages. The technology is now being rightfully exploited for its additional nondiagnostic uses [1, 2] . Internet and social media have induced a huge change in patients' attitude toward health care.
Dermatologists are confronted with the challenge of treating a wider spectrum of patients, from the presumed highly assertive health-seeking individuals to those still consumed by archaic sociocultural beliefs. For each of these individuals, dermatologists need to deal with a different set of biases and expectations.
The versatility of the dermatoscope is indeed fostering the dermatologist's need to maintain and fine-tune the cardinal balance between the science and art of practicing dermatology.
In this review, we shall discuss the plethora of uses of dermoscopy, with special reference to the versatility of the technique including its applications beyond diagnosis.
Impact of the Publication Spree
Publications in indexed journals addressing "dermoscopy"/"dermatoscopy" have shown a constant upward trend as depicted in Table 1 . Although we employed a rather crude method for these statistics (explained in Table 1 footnotes), the figures offer a fair hint about the increase in awareness with regard to using and publishing about this technique.
Diagnostic Applications of Dermoscopy: Advancing and Evolving
In the past few years, this technique has been successfully explored for diagnosis of various skin, scalp, and nail disorders [3] . Subspecialties such as pigmentaroscopy, inflammoscopy (papulosquamous Table 2 . 
Dermoscopy and Skin Biopsy

From Clinicopathological Correlation to Clinico-Dermoscopic-Pathological Correlation
Dermoscopists are sometimes faced with situations in which the clinicopathological diagnosis is revised after dermoscopic inputs are considered. In our own experience, since we started using dermoscopy for every patient, we have observed >90% success in convincing a reluctant patient to consent to a biopsy, a concept we call "dermoscopy-induced skin biopsy" [1] . Dermoscopy can also be used to reassure a patient who fears having a condition that requires a biopsy and instead has a benign condition, eg, idiopathic guttate hypomelanosis and/or extragenital lichen sclerosus atophicus perceived as vitiligo ( Figure 1 ), or racial benign lon- 
Dermoscopy as a Diagnostic Enhancer and Tool for Monitoring Disease Activity
Defining Lesional or Disease Activity/Instability
In chronic dermatoses with a relaps- 
Dermoscopy-Guided Biopsy and the Role of Ex-Vivo Dermoscopy in Histopathology Processing
The dermatopathologist's efficiency in providing a straightforward, confident diagnosis is highly dependent on various factors from the site selection, adequacy of biopsy sample, and details filled in the pathology requisition form for further sessions of intralesional steroid [27] .
This application of dermoscopy has been documented to be useful in disorders of hyperpigmentation with either a relapsing-remitting course such as melasma [28] or a very slowly and poorly responsive course such as lichen planus pigmentosus [29] . In melasma, a recently published study as well as our own experience has shown that the presence of a prominent vascular component on dermoscopy (widened vessels) is a reliable indicator of expected improvement with vascular therapies such as pulsed-dye laser [30] and oral tranexamic acid ( Figure 6 ). savior in such challenging situations, as the dermoscopic improvement tends to precede clinical improvement [1] .
In alopecia areata (AA) for example, dermoscopy can confidently predict disease activity following treatment.
Active AA shows black dots, "excla- 
Defining Adequate Margins for Surgical Excision of Tumors
Early Assessment of Therapeutic Response and Disease Stabilization
The 
Enhancing Accuracy of Reading Patch Test and Pathergy Test Results
Reading allergy patch test reactions can be challenging in the dark skin, even with a hand lens. In doubtful reactions, we have found dermoscopic imaging to be helpful in confirmation of the reaction being true positive or irritant ( Figure 7 ). Dermoscopy has also proved useful in the confirmation of pathergy test results in patients with Behçet disease [46] .
Therapeutic Efficacy Evaluation in Clinical Studies
The satisfaction of many clinicians with Table 3 . Other than the evaluation of disease activity and therapeutic 
Aesthetic Applications of Dermoscopy
Dermoscopy also finds its utility in certain cosmetic/aesthetic procedures. A dermoscopic photo-aging scale has been recently conceived and found to be a can thus be correspondingly fine-tuned.
Moreover, apprehensive patients can be shown the laser-induced scattering and thinning of hirsute hairs to maintain or improve compliance ( Figure 11 ).
In fact, a recent study has emphasized the utility of trichoscopy in monitoring the response to laser hair reduction in women [56] .
Trichoscopy is of great value to 
Detection of Intra/Subcutaneous Foreign Bodies and Retained Sutures
The Mobile teledermoscopy uses a smartphone to deliver the same type of service [59] . These images are also used in machine learning [60, 61] , a rapidly 
